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Calnan, The Blood never been explained natural causes, scientific 
May 1960. 350p. $4.95. (Ila) otherwise. The event liquefaction accompanied 
Gennaro Neapolitan for Januarius, the saintly Bishop tumult both inside the Cathedral and the streets. 
who was martyred the persecution The people cry out for the miracle happen, shouting 
303-305). His relics are kept the imprecations that verge blasphemy, cajoling the saint 
Cathedral Naples but the Neapolitans, all whom, With blandishments proferred like promise ice 
all him his first name, have familiarly brought him reluctant school boy,—events, words, ges- 
ato their homes sort officio second cousin, all utterly incomprehensible the touring agnos- 
and protector not only the city but every who would like take his dosage old world 
their families, upper, lower, middle class and but only under conditions clinical asepsis. 

Some his coagulated blood kept Lambert Matheson was neither touring nor uncompre- 
phial and rarely fails liquefy several times hending. had been two years with the underground 
especially his feast day, Sept. 19. when his bomber had been shot down over 
St. Januarius,” has come known, Rome. knew Naples intimately and had come 


love its people and its mores. Now, six years later, 
uses the occasion research grant come back, 
compelled gnawing, insatiable need find Marco 
Carondossi, the betrayer his group airmen the 
Germans. Together with the chronic Mediterranean 
fever picked that time, Lambert carries within 
himself soul consuming fever for revenge. 


His arrival Naples coincides with two things, the 
onset bout fever and the miracle Gennaro. 
One leads the other slightly ill, finds himself 
carried along the crowds “like mackerel 
school.” Impatiently, with mounting malaise, moves 
into the Cathedral and witness the liquefaction. 
Half-nauseated, takes his turn kiss the reliquary 
with all the rest, unbelieving, hating himself and sick 
both body and soul. 


From this moment, begins journey psychological 
suspense worthy Eric Ambler thriller. the 
family his housekeeper, meets Rosa, whose vitality 
and down-to- earth realism gently carry him along out 
his depths and out both his fevers. begins 
live again and his work improves that starts 
research monograph his own. 


Then Eugene Shriner enters his life the catalyst 
evil, the existence the betrayer and 
the compulsion for vengeance. Lambert, almost despite 
himself, seduced into taking the search again and 
loses Rosa the way. eventually finds Marco, has 
his moment truth, but the moment not what 
expected be. learns startling lesson for- 
giveness and mercy and gives his own life save 
Rosa’s younger brother Roberto. 


would too difficult convey all the facets this 
wonderful novel explore the subplots easily and 
intricately woven into its fabric and contributing essen- 
tially its color and its strength. There Monsignore 
Respighi, the sophisticated priest angling get back 
into the Roman society Cardinals, and his hulking, 
humble assistant, Father "Tonio, man tormented 
confessional knowledge and the need forgive his 
brother’s destroyer. There Sandro, 
brother, who lives off the gratitude rich, lonely 
women who need handsome touring guide, and the 
Contessa Paula, purely, permanently devoted the 
Monsignore. Finally, there Luigi, battered experi- 
ence into wise old man, yet ill with the anguished 
knowledge the betrayal his friends. And, not 
ever forgotten, there the town itself, its sea and 
sun-soaked stones, the rhythm its songs and laughter, 
its fantastically buoyant spirit, its nobility its 
depths. 


Graham Greene could have written this novel, 
deeply human, truly spiritual yet unpietistic it. 
From there emerges another and still more trenchant 
answer the old questions what good there that 
can come out through what miracle 
this wrought the life finite man. The Blood 
Gennaro heralds the advent author major 
literary stature. Its reading extraordinary experi- 
ence all too seldom derived from the modern novel. 
Recommended reading for adults. 


Victor Yanitelli, S.J., Ph.D., 
Fordham University. 


Frankel, Ernest Tongue Fire 
Dial. May 16,1960. 502p. $4.95. (IIb) 

Tongue Fire novel about American deme 
gogue, healthy, earnest young man who not only 
thirsts for fame but accidentally lights the mean; 
satisfying his thirst. lively book, fairly vig 
orous reconstruction exciting period our 
history; but says less than aims to, interesting 
but far from profound, and though may stir old 
arguments will not give any new satisfying 
Actually should viewed entirely work the 
imagination; inevitably, however, provokes 
reference the career the late Senator Joseph 
Carthy, despite the fact that the private life Kane 
O’Connor, with its frequent interludes commercial 
vice and its occasional simply romantic adventures 
sex, obviously Ernest Frankel’s invention, and despite 
the fact that Kane O’Connor southern Democratic 
representative, not midwestern Republican senator, 
Mr. Frankel takes Mr. McCarthy’s career basic idea 
rather than model, but must realize that this 
novel will taken interpretation the origins 
“McCarthyism.” 

Kane O’Connor war hero who gets taste fame 
because one widely heralded and genuine act great 
courage. finds civilian life bit slow pace and 
hurries into politics. His first victory gained the 
discovery couple facts which can joined 
together and colcred make his opponent look 
very bad. Then wins seat the House 
sentatives because accident gives him weapon against 
the local political boss whose support the primaries 
has been pledged elderly judge, Kane’s uncle and 
actually his foster was orphan the 
age ten. 

O’Connor’s debut the House surrounded all 
the safeguards party practice and makes boring 
maiden speech. The tedium—and general effectiveness 
—of daily routine Congress well pictured Mr. 
Frankel, and clearly something that could not 
occupy man like Kane for very long. The young 
congressman wants make himself famous 
The question communists government first 
seems offer little promise, but when his friends point 
out some the possibilities, including chairmanship 
subcommittee, O’Connor decides use the issue. 
has not much work but and his counsel, 
fanatical young lawyer who has been crippled and 
embittered polio, make the most what there is: 
old security hearings, associations which have some 
faint red tinge, possible but not definite 
leanings. O’Connor never proves anything but 
gests great deal. comes consider himself 
great leader good cause, justified using any 
means towards his sublime end—one Mr. Frankel’ 
ironic devices have O’Connor orating quite 
ously prostitute’s room about his own importance 
symbol. 

Kane O’Connor makes plenty enemies and 
ally, with little prodding from the White House, 
pillory him. investigation his conduct voted 
and, effort save himself, O’Connor lets old 
friend, not always above reproach himself, take the 
blame for the committee’s mishandling 
Beaten and bewildered, O’Connor abandoned 
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his associates; seeks solace confession but enters 
into argument with the priest, not very able con- 
fessor; turns the girl loves, whom has 
taken shameless advantage, but she will not see him 
until has had chance look himself; turns 
old and cruelly rejected sweetheart but she can 
only pity him ineffectually; calls upon prostitute 
whom has been seeing frequently but she engaged. 
waits for her visit him, then sets out car 
her; drunk and worn out, crashes against wall. 
Everyone goes his funeral, which archbishop 
preaches. 

The story shallow and all too much the surface. 
adequate. Kane O’Connor has not even the bare mini- 
mum objectivity considering himself—every man 
must have some. does not know that fraud. 
The progress his self-delusion never accounted for 
and not quite credible. And the political 
maneuverings around him will seem baldly narrated 
those who have followed the intricacies Advise and 
Consent. the story, story, remains interest- 
ing, racy, but not quite convincing account how 
demagogue might rise, and knocked down, this 
country. 

Tongue Fire will not read simply story, how- 
ever; both friends and enemies the late Senator from 
Wisconsin will following the narrative with ambi- 
valent attention they compare with their own 
versions the McCarthy affair. Mr. Frankel has tried 
demagoguery. would best not apply 
his explanation Senator McCarthy because there 
must much which does not apply; and, for this 
complex issue, even Mr. Frankel’s five hundred 
Like most people who, from one point 
view another, have tried analyze this particular 
phenomenon has over-simplified both the 
and the man who felt called upon meet it. 


For most what says Mr. Frankel can claim the 
privilege effort political analysis; since 
must know, however, that his story will inevitably 
applied the life definite man should have 
made much more abundantly clear that the ugly 
private life his hero was Mr. Frankel’s own fictitious 


creation. 
William Hill, 


Wernersville, Pennsylvania 
» 


Wallace, Irving The Chapman Report 
Simon and Schuster. May 25, 1960. $4.50. (IV) 


Dr. George Chapman widely known tabulator 
statistics, latter-day Kinsey. and his staff,— 
Horace Van Duesen, Paul Radford, and Cass Miller,— 
completing study the American married 
woman. Their research for this project takes them 
The Briars, fashionable Los Angeles suburb. Among 
the women this area queried are: Kathleen 
Ballard, widow great war hero; Ursula Palmer, 
who hopes sensational magazine article 
the Chapman interview; Sarah Goldsmith, who 
affair; Mary Ewing McManus, clean- 
cut athletic type somewhat dominated her father; 
Harnish, partner art store; and Naomi 
divorced nymphomaniac. The interviews 


take place. Paul Radford falls love with Kathleen 
Ballard, who believes herself frigid. Ursula’s publisher 
tries seduce her after reads account the 
questions and her answers, while Sarah Goldsmith 
aped and accidentally killed Cass Miller, who goes 
berserk. Mary McManus breaks away from her father’s 
control and decides have baby. Teresa Harnish 
seduces football player but disillusioned 
insensitivity; and Naomi Shields after being 
raped every member musical combo, 
reunited with her husband, Horace Van Duesen, and 
sent for psychiatric treatment. Finally Paul Radford 
disillusioned with Dr. Chapman and leaves 
the project after convincing Kathleen that she not 
frigid. Had enough this chamber horrors? 


you may gather, this book saturated sex and 
obviously geared Peyton Place level. writ- 
ten, without distinction, dull, tortuous, long- 
winded, overly-detailed style that eliminates any con- 
ceivable patience one might have out simple cour- 
The whole approach the author and the con- 
tent this novel pander the lowest elements life, 
and the book certainly morally and artistically unsuit- 
able for any reader. brief then, have 
cheap and trashy book, which neither credit the 
author his isn’t pornography, it’s 


close. 
Paul Doyle, 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


van Velde, Jacoba The Big Ward 
Simon and Schuster. May 18, 1960. 120p. $3.00. 


Absorbing. Thought-provoking. Sensitive. Words 
use often that they are apt lose their full meaning- 
fulness. speaking Jacoba van Velde’s novel, The 
Big Ward, however, these words may applied with 
their true implications. The Big Ward unusual 
novel form well theme. There are but three 
chapters and two characters who carry the entire 
drama. The author, Jacoba van Velde, 
herself within the minds these two characters, 
mother and her daughter, and reveals the machinations 
their thoughts the reader. 


elderly woman awakens find herself white 
bed what apparently small ward hospital. 
The confusion and the terror she experiences are shock- 
ing her sensitive nature when she learns that she 
has had stroke and has been put into home for the 
aged. Here she meets other women, shrinkingly adapts 
herself the daily routine, faces the fact that she will 
never able return her own possessions and 
private life her own. this complete lack 
and the shadow unknown future that 
hang heavily and terrifyingly over her. Through 
the daughter’s thoughts, come deeper under- 
standing the loneliness old age when friends are 
dead and children are grown and have their own in- 
terests. 


The Big Ward story the tragedy old age and 
death. Through all runs the thread fear felt 
those who have horror the Unknown, who are 


Jacoba van Velde has given unforgettable and 
eloquent book, universal its appeal despite its setting 
home for aged women. Those readers who face 
life and death with faith and confidence should have 
more profound understanding and sympathy for those 
who lack faith life everlasting. 

Jacoba van Velde was born Holland but_now lives 
Paris. She has written short stories Dutch and 
French. The Big Ward, her first novel, was trans- 
lated from the Dutch Gote Zaal. was selected 
Book the Month Holland and won the prize 
for literary excellence awarded annually the Nether- 
lands Government. 


Buy Yes. Read it? 
growing older. 


all means. are all 
Carmen Collier, 
Los Angeles, California 


White, Theodore 
The View from the Floor 


Sloane. May 468p. $4.95. (IIb) 
(Literary Guild 


According predictions, those presumably com- 
petent make such, this novel assured success. 
the Literary Guild selection for June and has 
been sold movie studio for $85,000. also be- 
lieved the inside story the collapse Collier’s 
and the Woman’s Home Companion. The author was 
senior writer for Collier’s when succumbed in- 
dustrial financiers who sacrificed the magazine for more 
immediate profits. 

Yet this reviewer wonders whether The View from the 
Fortieth Floor should deserve such promised success. 
The view which presents hardly 
achieves pandemonium rather than 
focuses mostly the fortieth floor publishing em- 
pire New York City, headed John Ridgely War- 
ren president. concentrates particularly War- 
ren, reputedly wonder boy the world high 
pressure executives, but actually neither wonder nor 
boy but unconscionable promoter. darts hither 
and yon, acclaiming the loyalty the employees, dis- 
secting the frustrations the executive personnel, and 
baring the ugly machinations the financiers who seek 
some return their wary investments. the process, 
presents galloping narrative how Warren gamely 
attempts outwit the villainous money men and the 
Pyrrhic victory finally wins. 

Meanwhile, the opulent world cocktail bars, liveried 
chauffeurs, first nights the theater, outrageously ex- 
pensive restaurants, chic secretaries, lavish decor and 
all the other appurtenances which are considered 
necessary the communications industry, are sketched 
heighten that wonderland bluff and pretense 
which has been foisted upon the American public. Such 
nauseating environment does much explain whv 
Warren and his associates have little vision and less 
principle. 

The author apparently intends that Warren his 
hero, man some heroic proportions, but emerges 
this tale superficially charming charlatan. True, 
sacrifices about half million dollars the interest 
the employees, sum could have claimed for 


himself had cooperated with the gouging financiers, 
but one inclined skeptical this altruism, for 
Warren’s conduct suggests will never impover. 
ished for any cause since never neglects take care 
himself. 

There subplot analyzing his love for Mary, the wife 
had parted from through divorce. This 
ship apparently idyllic one. Just hand- 
some, she beautiful. Many years previously they had 
fallen love least entered liaison later legalized 
marriage. Now, during these critical weeks, when 
Warren bravely fending off creditors and with 
spurious knight-errantry defending the sacrosanct 
lishing empire, Mary comes town. Despite the very 
exacting demands upon his time and his thought, 
and Mary manage resume their quasi-connubial 
status. Both them seem quite amoral. Their 
pallid romance far from ennobling. 

Perhaps the most compelling part this novel the 
treatment big business, the intricacies high finance, 
the impact rumor upon colossal enterprise that 
stumbling financially. These features are detailed lucid- 
ly, intelligibly and entertainingly. They are sense 
chillingly revealing and perhaps will summon some 
misgivings among investors who lull themselves into 
the belief that law alone can safeguard their investment. 


The weakness the novel lies 
characterizations. All the characters apparently have 
succumbed their environment. They constantly 
editorialize. Their emotional reactions are puny. Such 
characterization may justifiable, for the characters 
themselves live such world make-believe that 
perhaps reality could never identified with them. 


Maybe The View from the Fortieth Floor 
tic piece Americana, maybe bares aspect 
American society, maybe story that should 
American business enterprise. also affront 
decent Americans who have certain reverence for 
marriage and certain respect for the name God 
and that His divine Son. certainly example 
the anthropocentric philosophy which has wrought 
such havoc upon the world. But will hardly inspire 
anyone other than utterly selfish the 


acters limns. 
Brendan Larnen, O.P., Ph.D., 
The Holy Name Journal, 
New York, New York 


Pasinetti, Venetian Red 
Random House. May 1960. 502p. $4.95. (IIb) 


Venice far cry from Yoknapatawpha County but 
first novel, Venetian Red. The decline ancient 
Venetian family, the Partibons, and the rise the 
grasping Fassolas give the book its hourglass 
The tacit admission incestuous relationship 
tween Giorgio Partibon and his sister, Elena, 
feature this somewhat turgid novel. all, it’s 
disappointing book because, after waiting for 500 pages 
for something nothing really does. 


The story background kept out focus, but 
possible figure out that the Hitler-Mussolini 


excit 
with 


ship 

The 

pers 

then 

com 

for 

tibor 

Enrii 

mart 

Elen 

ina 

Whi 

catec 

tibon 

their 

gler, 

tetic 

Asa 

large 

betwe 

about 

engag 

his 

Giorg 

tional 

Even 

the 

nat 

mor 

Rugge 

togeth 

Rugge 

Elena, 

the 

Sichel 

Meteo 

tracks 

lantic, 


SELLERS 


financiers, 
ruism, for 
impover- 
take care 


the wife 
hand- 
they had 
legalized 
eks, when 
with 
the very 
ought, 


al. Their 


the 
finance, 
that 
iled lucid- 
sense 
non some 
into 


tereotyped 
ently have 
constantly 
uny. Such 
characters 
that 
them. 


authen- 

aspect 
should 
mment 
affront 
erence for 
God 
example 
wrought 
inspire 
the char- 


P., 


Red 
but 
ancient 
rise the 
ionship 
another 
all, 
500 pages 

but 
ini 


June 1960 


forming and that World War imminent. 
The Partibons are artists and scholars and, except for 
young Giorgio, they haven’t much interest politics. 
Giorgio rails against the government, but seems 
personal antagonism for persons who have identified 
themselves with it. Meanwhile, the Fassolas are be- 
coming important family. Indeed. Ermete Fassola 
has become cabinet minister; Enrico being groomed 
for the diplomatic service; and Massimo for high rank 
inthe army. They are acquiring the property the Par- 
are relinquishing. But there complication. 
Enrico Fassola love with Elena Partibon. There 
satisfaction ruining the Partibons and then 
marrying into them. There further complication. 
Flena Partibon love with Ruggero Tava who had 
thoughtless moment married someone else. 


While the plot developing along the lines just indi- 
cated, Giorgio searching for lost uncle, Marco Par- 
tibon. Marco’s name occurs early the story and 
made invest him with air mystery and 
excitement. The quest for Marco becomes obsession 
with the young Partibons, but the elders not share 
their enthusiasm. The elders are right. When Marco 
does return Venice after twenty-year absence 
doesn’t cut much figure. not spy, smug- 
ger, foreign agent; just philologist, peripa- 
tetic scholar, and part-time political theorist. 


Venetian Red doesn’t add much. The 
large areas conflict which are marked off the be- 
ginning are the end reduced mere grudge fight 
between Giorgio and young Fascist 
When the stage finally set, most the action centers 
about the young people, and most the time they are 
engaged erotic games. Here Author Pasinetti 
his best and worst. seems understand what makes 
Giorgio run,—and Elena and Massimo, Enrico, Matelda, 
Maria, and Ruggero. His management their emo- 
tional involvements indeed admirable. They belong 
the old the new order. They take their 
pleasures without reference any code conduct. 
Even the convent-bred girls have misgivings about 
the propriety taking lovers. though nothing 
innature, training, tradition, experience could cause 
amoment’s uneasiness about sins the flesh. When 
Ruggero dies plane crash, two young women come 
together comfort one another. Both are pregnant 
Ruggero. One Alessandra, his wife, and the other 
Elena, his mistress; but the grief the mistress exceeds 
the grief the wife. 


final note, Mr. Pasinetti should advised 
and shrugs often. 


James McDonough, 
St. John College, 
Cleveland, Ohio 


Sichel, Pierre The Sapbucket Genius 
lippincott. May 25, 1960. 438p. $4.95. (IIb) 

Meteorology assures that the twenty-six storm 
tracks that pass over the United States into the At- 
lantic, twenty-three them cross Vermont. the 
can imagine all the cussedness and fury those 
churning the brain single individual, 


then may begin suspect something the char- 
acter Cheney Gorson, poet laureate the Green 
Mountain State. Cheney half satyr, half Kinsey 
Report. writer cross among Dylan Thomas, 
Allen Ginsburg, and Stephen Duck, the thresher poet, 
and very possibly the most obnoxious character ap- 
pear American literature since Schulberg created 
Sammy Glick. The only thing Cheney sure about 
his genius. makes for all his other deficiencies 
being fiercely defensive. takes advice from 
one and will beholden one. Yet, most his 
life, into everyone for the money that underwrites 
his adventures freedom. gets around this ugly 
fact never acknowledging favor unless offer 
some unkindness return. suggested that 
Cheney had been the object the Good Samaritan’s 
solicitude would have kicked his benefactor the 
teeth and told him get lost. 


When the book opens Cheney already dead. fact 
the narrator has bed with Cheney’s widow 
straightaway start his quest the poet’s true 
character. From then sort fleshback [sic] tech- 
nique employed. Amid succession scenes which 
portray either Cheney’s promiscuity the narrator’s,— 
or, failing that ,the passionate recreations their not- 
so-respective wives,—the true Cheney Gorson begins 
literary creation fascinating. So, also his wife, 
self-confessed Earth Mother; and Clancy, the narra- 
tor’s wife, whose patriotic resolve not get pregnant 
until she wins the Olympic ski championship, all but 
drives her husband throw himself into the nearest 
crevasse. Only the narrator himself, Paul Ratisborn, 
tedious creation. self-made slick writer 
and never wearies letting the reader know, 
through Cheney’s slurs, through parade agents, 
unctuous college press representatives, trimming head- 
masters, and the like, that the so-called hack writer has 
more integrity, more practical know-how about writing 
than all the proud legions geniuses who receive the 
veneration the masses, and the treacherous school- 
men who lionize them. Ratisborn stereotype the 
hack the gray flannel penwiper even the point 
producing bad second novel, thing now become 
fixed point the portrayal writing men writing 
men. 


Presumably Sichel not trying intimidate his re- 
viewers when excludes them from that vast company 
his enemies whom Ratisborn would exempt from 
highly personal attack poison oak. Whether 
not must said fairness about his book that 
has written fast, clever, and enjoyable novel, and 
has created the Sweet Singer Anglia character 
the reader not going forget quickly, although 
probably would like to. Sichel may times become 
too graphic about Valencia Gorson’s promiscuity, (her 
though are too 
squalid titillate anyone), but eventually seen 
for what really is, the sick flight woman whose 
enormous maternal love has been squandered 
genius pursuit his own desperate ambitions. 
Cheney found under many coverlets the reader 
nearly forgets Cheney has his own underneath. But 
eventually becomes clear that even he, one lumi- 
nous moment, saw himself for heel. The final revel- 


ation about Cheney’s tragic frustrations writer 
last make even his behavior comprehensible. 


The only parts the book that really gall are the 
ubiguitous smitches Cheney Gorson’s poetry Maybe 
they are meant represent the author’s ultimate anti- 


intellectual sneer the eggheads, but they 


work too well. hard believe that Cheney any 
kind genius this poetry the stuff his reputation 
built upon. Elizabeth Bishop once said that after 
reading literary quarterly she could not, for least 
month, bear even look poem much less write 
one. Cheney’s poetry enough make reader 
swear off poetry for the rest his natural life. 


John McAleer, Ph.D., 
Boston College, 
Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts 


Snow, Charles Percy 
Scribner. May 1960. 374p. $4.50. 


(Book-of-the-Month Club Choice—June 


Sir Charles Snow’s latest novel deals with justice. Sir 
Charles enables the reader participate vicariously 
the deceptively quiet struggle between the conservative 
and liberal factions the faculty Cambridge they 
attempt determine What justice? the case 
Donald Howard. Howard, young scientist, has been 
removed from his position Fellow because has 
been found guilty scientific fraud. His career 
finished. Complicating this young man’s lot life, 
besides the fact that offered little defense 
his hearing before the Board Seniors the Univer- 
sity, that known disgruntled fellow traveler. 
Yet, despite the disgrace into which has fallen, 
steadfastly supported his wife, Laura, who believes 
his innocence. 

The story told from the point view Lewis Eliot, 
former Fellow Cambridge, and now successful 
bureaucrat. who ultimately has Howard 
cleared. 

Sir Charles probes deeply into the mind each the 
members both factions the University, placing 
each mind under microscope, enabling the reader 
see clearly the mental maneuvers each member 
rationalizes the right and wrong the case. More- 
over, shows the reader that man rationalizes the 
right and wrong situation, appears con- 
ditioned externals, especially the personal 
the net politics the University. 

Although this novel not the fast moving adventurous 
type, once one commences read it, caught 
the content and author’s style that cannot stop 
until the final determination Howard’s case re- 
vealed. The reader somewhat incredulous Laura 
Howard’s belief her husband’s innocence and feels 
that futile for her attempt reopen the case. 
watches the jockeying for sides they are drawn 
for against the reopening the case. becomes 
more interested shares the feelings the factions 
after the Board Seniors again decides against Howard. 
feels the tension that ultimately leads third 
hearing the case before the Board. participates 
the pros and cons the case Lewis Eliot and Daw- 


The Affair 
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son-Hill, climber, meet legal combat before 
the Board. shares with mixed feelings the 
decision the Board. all, the reader experiences 
excellent presentation the workings the mind 
comes grips with the problem justice this 
case. 

Finally, the reader brought the realization that 
justice can done, justice tempered with mercy. 


The Affair, Sir Charles Snow’s eighth novel 
posed cycle eleven novels under the general title 
Strangers and Brothers, demonstrates delightful 
and gripping way his deep understanding 
thoughts, feelings, and aspirations man age 
when moral values apparently are being completely 


depreciated. 
Robert Lodge, 


University Scranton 


Stevenson, Janet The Ardent Years 
Viking. Apr. 25,1960. 374p. $4.95. 

fictional account the stormy years the American 
marriage the great nineteenth century English actress, 
Fanny Kemble, The Ardent Years leaves something 


Fanny Kemble was daughter the Shakespearean ac- 
tor, Charles Kemble, and niece the magnificent Sarah 
Siddons. She became the darling the English public 
when, the tender age 19, she played Juliet and 
temporarily saved her father’s beloved Covent Garden 
from closing down. After three years personal suc- 
cesses, but financial disaster, she and her father em- 
barked tour America recoup their losses. 
Fanny not only took America storm, but also half 
the male population, including the wealthy Philadel- 
phian, Pierce Butler. Wéith admirable persistence, Mr. 
Butler showered her with roses and attention and, 
finally, won her away from the theater the more 
womanly role wife and mother. But their story 
was not the “they lived happily ever after” variety. 
Only after they had been blissfully married for some 
time did Fanny discover that the Butler family’s wealth 
was derived from their Georgia plantation and the 
slave labor employed there. Slavery was abhorrent 
Fanny was her Philadelphia neighbor, Quak- 
eress Lucretia Mott, who harbored runaway slaves, 
wrote inflammatory tracts against the evil, and stirred 
the populace whenever possible. Fanny was stirred 
up, too, but felt sure that she could make her autocratic 
and unenlightened husband see the error his ways. 
They spent one winter the plantation, where Fanny 
worked improve the lot the slaves and the 
same time undermine her husband’s 
stead their incompatability grew until became insup- 
portable, and they separated. 

There followed period stress during which Fanny 
was forcibly separated from her children, returned 
England and the theater, then once again came 
America, this time contest the divorce action brought 
Butler. Midway the proceedings, advice 
counsel, she dropped the contest, relinquished the 
children until the time when they could choose for 
themselves. The ends with Fanny’s triumphant 
re-entry into the Shakespearean theater which was 
natural habitat. 
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pity that Mrs. Stevenson did not write straight- 
forward biography Fanny Kemble. Her scholarly 
background, (Bryn Mawr, magna cum laude, and Yale 
graduate school), has equipped her admirably for that 
feld. Scholarship, however, does not make novelist. 
The Ardent Years novel flat, pedestrian, school- 
girlish; and biography all too skimpy. Fanny 
soap-opera heroine this, and get only tantaliz- 
ing glimpses the talented actress, the advanced 
woman, the diarist and friend such men Trelaw- 
ney, Thackeray, and the Americans, Dr. Channing and 
Charles Sumner. woman like Fanny Kemble de- 
the full treatment. 


Miriam Flannery Quinn, 
Bala-Cynwyd, Pennsylvania 


Reichley, James Hail the Chief 
Houghton, Mifflin. May 399p. $4.95. 


The scene Republican political convention being 
held Chicago 1964. Four candidates are vying 
for the Presidential nomination: General Lucas Star- 
buck, retired from the Army; Senator Theodore Blair; 
Governor Darrell Gavin; and Senator Augustus Kil- 
meyer. Most the narrator’s attention focused 
Governor Gavin, his campaign manager, Jerry Mulli- 
gan, and well-known magazine reporter, Charles Dan- 
sr. are, however, informed about General Star- 
buck through stream-of-consciousness; and late the 
book, learn good deal about Senator Blair. Gov- 
Gavin being supported oil money from Texas 
and Louisiana. Since the principal convention choice 
lies between Starbuck and Blair, the Gavin forces de- 
cide supporting strong civil rights amendment for 
the party platform. The strategy shake Blair 
particular and capture the convention’s fancy. The 
strategy works, and Blair loses his opportunity the 
ballot. Danser, meanwhile, has made Starbuck 
appear foolish writing distorted story about Star- 
buck interview. Danser learns that Gavin being sup- 
ported the wealthy oil men and decides reveal 
this story. julia Gavin, the governor’s wife, was the 
one-time mistress Danser; and still has amorous 
feelings toward her. Danser informs Julia that 
going have the story printed. Gavin and Mulligan 
deny its truth. Julia goes Danser and pleads with 
Le . 

him kill the report and does. Everything appears 
for Gavin’s nomination until recluse, old Texas 
Westervolt hears about Gavin’s support fer the 
rights amendment. reveals the oil support, 
Gavin’s attempt achieve the nomination 


Starbuck chosen the Republican candi- 


Mr. Reichley’s second novel leaves much desired, 
there are some good things it. are 
competent view convention proceedings, 
maneuvering, staged demonstrations, etc.; 
the reader leaves this book with the conviction that 
have been much finer novel. note some 
for this book’s failure: Mr. Reichley possesses 
polysyllabic style, which moves along with 
the speed lame tortoise. constantly bogs the 
down needless, overly-obvious, overly-detailed 
which wear away patience. Finally, his 


dialogue generally dull, lifeless, and bulky. gener- 
ally does not move the narrative; simply marks time. 


Mr. Reichley, however, gives some sound insights 
into the machinations political maneuvering. 
makes think about the pitiable quality many 
the men who ate chosen, who are almost chosen, 
for Presidential nomination. Yet lacks the 
good novelist; for example, the whole turn the story 
Judge Westervolt’s intervention seems flimsy and 
far-fetched. This verisimilitude the writer’s knowl- 
edge shattered incredible contrivances and 
tedious prose, which would have given Chaucer’s 
Griselda nervous breakdown. 
Paul Doyle, Ph.D. 


Roark, Garland Should the Wind Fair 
Doubleday. May 20, 1960. 529p. $4.95. (IIb) 


Maryland plantation the 1850’s Nathaniel Har- 
din Shore fell love with Lucy Manford, the girl his 
adored elder brother, Ellison, had squired about before 
leaving seek adventure the West, sea and finally 
the Army. When Ellison returned Hardin stepped 
aside and permitted his brother marry Lucy, even 
though she vowed her love for him and promised 
his anywhere anywhen. escape the dangers 
proximity Hardin sailed for England and then journeyed 
over Europe search relative whose papers con- 
tained the history the Shore family. Finding this 
relative just after his death, Hardin pieced together the 
story the family’s origins from the piracy and other 
violent depradations great-great-ancestor, Nathaniel 
Hardin Shore, together with the conviction that anyone 
bearing the same name would lead violent life and 
meet violent end unsuccessful search for 
ment and contentment. 

his search for way life that would enable him 
achieve such contentment spite his hopeless at- 
tachment Lucy, Hardin voyaged the West Indies, 
meeting route Annette Delisle, young widow, with 
was cast ashore sparsely inhabited island 
after shipwreck. After amatory episode and the 
recovery chest gold from the sunken ship Hardin 
and Annette married and went Haiti where they 
hoped secure her former husband’s former lease 
sugar plantation. There Hardin was entrapped 
force circumstances into the 
against Emperor Soulouque and after plethora in- 
trigue and chicanery finally managed secure ship- 
ment arms for the revolutionaries 
their final success. But Annette was killed the 
process and disconsolate Hardin, wealthy because 
his activities, sailed for New Orleans, still search 
something worth while do. From New Orleans 
went St. Louis and thence the Far West and 
eventually California. Violence, adventure and lustful 
love dogged his steps wherever went. From Califor- 
nia sailed for the East around Cape Horn ship 
whose crew mutinied against cruel officers. Taking 
command brought the ship South American ports 
but because deception, effort protect others, 
was branded pirate when finally delivered the 
ship her Boston owners. The Civil War was raging 
and, since had used Confederate flag some 
his southern maneuvers, was condemned 


imprisonment Boston. stole the ship and sailed 
her Bermuda which then made his base opera- 
tions for fabulously successful career blockade 
runner from 1862 1865. 


his return his planation home, Hardin finds that 
Ellison, whom had protected fleeing from Lucy, 
longer regards him brother. But his love for his 
brother and the son who had come Ellison and Lucy 
was still too great permit him violate the marriage 
even though Lucy offered so. Labelled the 
victorious North pirate was betrayed and fled 
again unending series uncompensating adven- 
tures various parts the world. 


semi-psychological novel adventure, deception 
and intrigue this sure become best-seller and 
best-renter sorts even only the basis the nu- 
merous passionately amatory interludes which are found 
every section the book Hardin conquers woman 
after woman search substitute for Lucy. Other- 
wise the book only overgrown and overlusty tale 
adventure which probably will not harm adults but 
certainly will bring them good. 


Leonard Wolf, Ph.D. 


Meagher, Joseph Tippy Locklin 
Little, Brown. May 386p. $4.75. (I) 

Belly laughter that rocks and roars medicine for the 
soul. Tippy Locklin that kind medicine. Or—if 
books are meant good friends, cultivate the friend- 
ship Tippy Locklin. All this means unqualified 
recommendation for anyone who loves life and wants 
forever. Joseph Meagher has given the 
kind story need today, swarming must 
the midst sex-driven, fear-compulsive, self-torturing 
novels. Tippy Locklin the author displays modern 
Dickens’ touch, drawing character with humor and 
pathos mixed; bringing just the shade tear you 
smile yourself and many people whom you recog- 
nize mirrored Uncle Mat, Prince Sharkey, and Mrs. 
Farcey who her corsets the first thing the morn- 
storm beaten galleon trying 
make back Spain heavy weather.” Truth rings 
through each episode, bizarre might be. You will 
find yourself wanting know more about these people. 
You won’t want see the book end; throughout, mind 
and heart will delight its imagery, its flow, its sharp 
and accurate sense dialogue. Just try and see for 

Tippy Locklin tells his own story, born January 1920 
South Brooklyn. Tippy initialed nickname, 
short for Timothy Ignatius Patrick. The name sets the 
tone neighborhood and the people within it: 
Irish-American stock whose faults and virtues brighten 
every St. Patrick’s Day America. Tippy relates both 
the surprise his coming into the world and the people 
who will surround his days until book’s end that 
November night when Smith “was sent into oblivion 
for offering his abilities his country, all because 
knelt different altar and heard prayers devious 
Latin instead honest English.” 

The first person style demands imagination the 
reader and the license create superior world than 
the child might know how express and yet child’s 


Best SELLERs 


world shown clearly. Prince Sharkey, for example, 
the gentleman gambler our history. intrudes 
his charming, mysterious ways into the Locklin 
hold upstairs roomer. His advice and the 
yourself” bungling the men intent producing 
expert peach brandy during these days prohibition 
classic chapter spirits—full blown. the 
villains the piece are lovable, for other reason 
than the ignominious way they absorb their punish- 
ment. “Down went Jugger, the stocky man, like 
sack wet the flailing, strong fists 
Uncle Mat, the Stevedore. 
The interplay child’s life, his uncertainty 
grown-up world often shown masterfully. The older 
brother cruel taskmaster until had begun talk 
and was position put the finger him.” There 
much fun the home and laughter general 
thing. 1925 Duffy the Cabby moves into the block 
and straight Dickens: brash, unpredictable, 
able,—as unorthodox Mr. Micawber ever was. His 
wife and brood children disordered, affection- 
filled bit side history. 
you can judge, these are simple folks breathing ex- 
citement into little things and seeming small events. 
trip Coney Island bursting with color and adven- 
ture; the after effects afternoon movie attendance 
with Mrs. Locklin reliving the tragic fate the heroine; 
that first day school with the young Nun its new 
teacher—all this refreshing all outdoors. 
Love profound life itself and vibrant the 
young, beautiful Cora who finds herself attached 
the slippery Prince Sharkey. The adventures his 
“lucky shoes” adds touch romance which far- 
fetched but still charming. find myself growing 
lyrical recommend this tale Tippy and the early 
Twenties. sincerely think you will also. 

Eugene Linehan, 

Woodstock College, 

Woodstock, Maryland 


Thompson, Sally The Keener Love 
McDowell-Obolensky. Apr. 1960. 307p. $3.95. (IV) 
Every novel worth the price the paper which 
printed should have reason for its existence. may 
have been written merely for entertainment with 
the desire teach profound lesson. However, the 
best novels usually present some facet life with vivid- 
ness and truth. there moral implied, because 
the reader becomes involved the lives the char- 
acters that made better having witnessed their 
story, having participated, albeit vicariously, their 
fictional existence. Through the artistry the author, 
the reader made touch or, the least, face 
some truth existence, understand it. accepts 
rejects accordance with his own philosophy 
life; and whether accepts rejects it, made 
better result that experience. 

The title, The Keener Love, promised some such 
perience. The promise, however, was never fulfilled. 
the first place, “Keener” just the surname Frank 
and his daughter Sara. The Keener love kind 
childish self-indulgence, kind butterfly attachment 
person until gratified sensually. That, the way; 
the only kind love depicted this book. there 
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keener love intended the author, does not 
reach this reviewer. lost somewhere the haze 
drunkenness, debauchery, sex intimacies painted 
careful detail, and sexual perversions both hinted 
and actual. Surely, what Arthur feels for Sara cannot 
considered keener love. And May, Sam, Sara, 
Ellen, Frank, and all the rest this gallery are abso- 
incapable it. 

Nowhere does Miss Thompson present real human 
being, not even the sense which the decadent 
examples humanity Erskine Caldwell’s works are 
Not one them truly believable, pulsating 
with life. Nor her style brilliant enough hold the 
reader spite her characters. Her use flashbacks 
awkard and confusing, sometimes difficult dis- 
tinguish them flashbacgs. 

Sally Thompson’s The Keener Love cannot recom- 
mended any reader, least all the mature, dis- 
criminating one; reading would waste time 


for him. 
Oscar Bouise, 
Xavier University, 
New Orleans, Louisiana 


Frede, Richard The Interns 
Random House. Apr. 14, 1960. 372p. $4.95. (IV) 
Richard Frede’s new book, The Interns, one those 
many slick and shallow American novels, whose obvi- 
ous popular design indicates potentially wide reading 
public and even wider motion picture one. The 
fact that the novel lacks real believability either plot 
characterization level and that obvious mem- 
ber the semi-literary “exposé” category will not 
trouble the undiscriminating audience for whom the 
author obviously intending this singularly poor work. 
The novel centers itself about the progress seventeen 
(count doctors diverse races, na- 
and sexes during their internship New 
North Hospital. This institution ,on the seamy side 
town, not confused, under any circumstances, 
with Blair General Hospital Dr. Kildare fame, al- 
though the shabby dramatic devices employed the 
author would remind us, their contrived unreality 
least, the worst the old Lew Ayres-Lionel Barry- 
more movies. have, for example: 


Intern Jim Aptshult, the unhappily married young 
doctor, who manages get divorce, case T.B. 
and new wife within week. 

Intern Joe who divides his time between 
ambitions residency under famous psychiatrist 
and regular congress with nurse Cynthia James. 

Intern John Paul Otis, who running potentially 
lucrative abortion practice the side, and caught 
appropriating hospital supplies for his side-line. 

The idealistic intern Leo Worship, who combines 
love attitude with notable lack pro- 
fessional ambition. 

Intern Fred Donnecker, whose bored wife picks 
disease from lover and kills herself out 
angry remorse. 

The old chestnuts resident-intern quarrels, eutha- 
nasia and wild New Year’s Eve party with doctors 
and nurses their and sexual peaks. 


The thing which irritates most about this book its 
brazen claim realism which, besides resulting 
poor novel, does real disservice one the noblest 
our professions. may true that there are doctors 
who think only terms high fees, potential nurse 
seductees and medical press clippings; but the public 
for whom this book intended easily gullible enough 
assume that all hospitals are patterned after the New 
North and that the clean-cut young intern taking their 
temperature actually suave blending medico- 
Machiavelli and Jack the Ripper. 


The Interns, opinion, hack writing the cras- 
sest nature which will doubt become financial suc- 
cess the cheapest device the modern novelist—the 
deliverate equation sensationalism with “true life” 
incident. Those readers will sadly disillusioned, 
however, who have fond memories The Story San 
Michele even Arrowsmith. 


William Lyncch, 
Saint Joseph’s College, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Sarraute, Nathalie The Planetarium 
May 296p. $4.00. (Ila) 


The Planetarium derives its title from the notion that 
all are separate planets our own orbits, isolated, 
independent, and circulating our own rates speed, 
our own planes, remote and alone space. This 
“message” the novel brought out the manner 
telling the story. Incidents are few and scattered, 
the meat the book the interior monologues and 
streamlets consciousness which follow each event 
and form the bulk the text. 


The story bald and simple one. newly married 
French couple seek larger and better-situated apart- 
ment symbol prosperity and “belonging.” 
operate ruthlessly and finally achieve their goal. The 
events are relatively unimportant. What signific- 
ance the reaction the main characters the words 
and actions outside them. have single action 
seen through several pairs eyes; events are filtered 
through the personalities character after character. 
Most meaningful all this introspective process the 
stress the isolation the individual, his inability 
communicate, and his vastly different reactions the 
happenings everyday life. 

This valid point and one that has been made 
variety authors before now. Seldom, however, has 
author ably used the manner telling the story 
bring man’s isolation from man. The young 
couple are close, but even here perfect understanding 
and not possible. The elderly aunt 
who owns the apartment the newlyweds seek can’t 
communicate with the youngsters, even with her 
own brother, the father the groom. The young man 
seeks and almost finds rapport with fellow-writer; 
but social, economic, and artistic barriers seal them 
from one another. Even the successful writer, whose 
salon rallying place for the sensitive and artistic, 
shown isolated and striving for communication 
those she patronizes. 


fusion resulting from the switch points view. The 


book changes without warning from the aunt 
rator, the bride, bystander narrator and 
notice given the reader. the original French the 
pronouns may have been easy keep line; the 
translation the simple “she,” “she,” becomes 
quite confusing when there roomful women 
present and narrating bits the story. 


Mme. Sarraute brilliantly incisive scanner human 
life and society. technique combination 
Virginia Woolf’s, James Joyce’s, and some original ele- 
ments her own. Her outlook that the empirical 
psychologist. you not care for 
insert stream-of-consciousness between consecutive 
events, this book not for you. the contrary, 
you wish observe isolated men busily spinning 
their own orbits, fulfilling their destines loneliness, 
visit The Planetarium. Maria Jolas’ translation ex- 


cellent. 
Stephen Laut, 
Wheeling College, 
Wheeling, West Virginia 


Landes, Marie-Giséle Always Season 
Macmillan. May $2.95. 

This the story Anne, who seventeen had very 
definite theories about emancipation the 
for young girls. calculated cynicism and im- 
modesty she forced herself her first lover. There 
were others follow. There were always men and 
many lovers always chosen with eye those quali- 
ties and defects which would preclude any deep attach- 
ment for them. Then she met Antoine, older man 
famous for and because his love affairs. She became 
his mistress, pleased the thought that neither them 
could capable love. However, she felt that their 


union had suggestion permanence it, she maneu- 
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vered willing twenty-year-old Elizabeth into his arms 
and bed prove herself that she could detach 
self from him and that she could bend him her will, 
The climax the novel reached with the telling 
the tragic price Elizabeth paid. 
Always Season first novel written the author 
when she was twenty-one. was published Paris 
under the title Grand Homme Gris. well 
written. frank. paucity words, the 
author has produced vivid picture the emptiness 
and the destruction resulting from loveless and calcu- 
lating egocentricity. There are slimpses into the life 
the Left Bank and the Riviera. 
Always Season will interest those readers 
who want another “Sagan”; those who wonder why 
young woman would choose career loose 
those who are interested the art 
good writing. However, there are many library patrons 
who wili not want read Always Season. Read 
before recommending. 

Carmen Collier 


Santesson, (Editor) 
The Fantastic Universe Omnibue 
Prentice-Hall. Apr. 29,1960. 270p. $3.95. 


This collection short stories the modern sci- 
ence fiction genre all originally published the 
zine Fantastic Universe from 1956 1959 and gathered 
together here the managing editor that publica- 
tion. the cover blurb they are labelled “adven- 
tures—on earth, time, and out this world into the 
farthest and chilliest reaches space.” But these are 
not space operas bug-eyed-monster tales the pre- 
50’s style; rather they are psycho-social tales dealing 
mainly with relationships between life forms, and some- 
times pseudo-life forms, both terrestrial and extra- ter- 
restrial. general, they may classified even more 
science fiction. Such well-known writers 
Camp, Tenn, Bloch, Asimov, Clarke and Merril are 
included the anthology. Many the stories are 
quite superior and will appeal adult readers whose 
understanding they are generally suited. 


Lin Yutang The Importance Understanding 
World. May 494p. $6.00. 


living and knowing how live are important—as Dr. 
Lin has intimated they are, 
understanding life, others, and one’s self. Into 
this latest book has distilled the wisdom 
years Chinese thought. Profound, witty, and sad 
turns, book for leisurely sampling and reflection. 
The title should not, however, with strict 
literalness; though, chosen probably 
the author’s earlier Importance Living, serves 
adequately for anthology representing many 
ages, and attitudes toward life. 


The distilled wisdom this book comes 
forms—the aphorism, proverb, narrative sketch, formal 
and informal essay, both poetry though 
prose predominates? special interest for its 
osity the opening selection, Chinese Fantasia: the 
Song Life,” which Dr. Lin has translated poems 
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poets various ages which present the 
ame theme, the quiet enjoyment life and its pieas- 
yres—the sight woods waterfall, the music 
the chin, the taste wine, before death ends the joys 
this suggests the Rubaiyat, meant to, for 
Dr. Lin has brilliantly adapted the stanza form that 
work. 

this book occurs the theme feeding the 
and living intelligently, which means having 
worthy values. Though men differ their estimate 
values, their best they agree that man’s spirit de- 
mands sustenance. The thoughts the men and 
women who are represented here are the thoughts 
poets and philosophers with eye for the beauty 
moonlight spring landscape. Dreaming good, 
ays Shih Chenlin. “What deadening would 
one’s time fighting over uninteresting pennies and 
uninteresting small gains.” 


Under fifteen headings ranging from Human Life, The 
Seasons, Human Adjustments, and Women, The 
Home and Daily Living, Art ,and Literature, Dr. Lin 
has given 107 selections. Most the authors has 
chosen are from past centuries, but occasionally in- 
dudes work contemporary even essay two 
own. reading ancient author one fre- 
struck the modern applicability what 
aid striking contrast between the world today 
and the world ancient China—and not favor 
the present. power failure which interrupted the 
translation one work resulted footnote presenting 
acomment that itself bespeaks the philosopher: 
burning six candles translate this piece. The power 
has failed—a most rare and most curious 
thing. But rare pleasure also. When shall man 
enjoy the pleasure translating Shih Chenlin 
the light candles Manhattan? shall never for- 


get it. 


The insights and attitudes offered this volume are 
woman tells her husband’s precious collection 
and antiques, his death, her attempt save 
the collection she fled before marauding invaders, the 
loss its components until “What have now 
are only few odd volumes several incomplete 
then, exile, the collection gone, she 
comes across the catalogue compiled her husband 
listing the objects that once composed it, she can write 
realize that this the common fate 
things; they come and go, change ownership are 
destroyed.” Perhaps calm acceptance loss and 
change lies wisdom. 


And there joy. Chang Panchiao, writing letter 
the eightenth century how enjoy birds can digress 


graduate doctor small thing; the im- 


portant thing reasonable and good man.” 
birds: they should not kept cages. “One 
who loves birds should plant trees, that the house 
surrounded with hundreds shady branches 
and country and home for birds. Thus, dawn, 
voices like celestial harmony.” 

And there practical advice, coupled with realistic 


treatise etiquette, are told that sometimes host 
provides too meager dinner while gorges himself 
without regard his guests. This damnable.” And, 
learn, “Snobs show themselves once dinner 
parties. seen the way they listen and show 
respect some important guest, even vulgar, 
illiterate millionaire. some young people show 
respect for elders behave they were not present. 
These are all signs lack culture.” 


the year 353 A.D. young scholar thirty-two 
named Wang Shichih gathered with some friends 
celebrate the Water Festival the Orchid Pavilion 
Shanyin. From this gathering came thoughts that, some 
sixteen centuries later, still retain the power move: 
often thought that the people the past lived and felt 
exactly today. Whenever read their writings 
felt this way and was seized with its pathos. The people 
the future will look upon look upon those who 
have gone before us. Hence have recorded here those 
present and what they said. Ages may pass and times may 
change, but the human sentiments will the same. know 
that future readers who set their eyes upon these words will 
affected the same way. 


That young Wang was right evident this new 
book Dr. Lin. imparting ancient wisdom that 
contains timeless truth, reminds the common 
humanity share with these men and women 
civilization far different from ours, and that lies its 


value. 
John Phillipson, 
Villanova University, 
Villanova, Pennsylvania 


Watkins, Anthony The Sea Hunting Ground 
St. Martin’s Press. May 5,1960. 249p. $4.50. 


1939 Tony Watkins’ job London was the posting 
entries from the sales journals the sales ledgers, 
humdrum job for young man who had five jobs 
the past five years almost many countries. But 
the entries, which included many imported items, were 
often strange and anything but humdrum. entry 
covering some shark oil from Japan caught Watkins 
eye. Sharks were something hobby his. When 
working Jamaica had spent his weekends shark 
fishing. Only few days before the newspapers had 
carried accounts the sinking small yacht, pre- 
sumably shark, nearby Scottish waters. 
there were sharks near the British Isles, why should 
shark oil imported all the way from Japan? And 
sharks produced other things than oil. 


Intrigued with the commercial possibilities the shark 
fishing industry, Watkins spent hours the Natural 
History Museum and obtained interview with Dr. 
Seccombe Hett, retired surgeon whose hobby was zoo- 
ology. Dr. Hett had recently completed study the 
basking sharks found near the approaches the Clyde. 


The author takes you, not quite step step, but from 
one interesting detail another, skillfully avoiding the 
monotonous, from his first experiments the summer 
1939 the successful establishment profitable 
business. 

was not easy. There was little available information 
and much that was erroneous. Initially, Watkins 
had work very limited budget. Much his 
equipment had improvised, altered and modified 


the work progressed. Procedures had de- 
veloped went along. During that first attempt 
1939, the limited facilities available made neces- 
sary work from small dinghy and shark, once 
harpooned, had allowed play itself out, which 
usually took hours. one such occasion, the dinghy, 
manned Watkins and one other, was towed 100 
miles into the Atlantic—no place for eight foot boat. 
There were many set-backs, notably the loss his first 
factory ship, the “Gloamin’,” through grounding less 
than year after resumed operations which had 
been interrupted for almost six years World War II. 


The Clydesmen that Watkins recruited 
hunted shark but they were good fishermen and re- 
sourceful and Watkins had that rare faculty making 
friends those who could, and would help him 
most. Success did not come easily, but from careful, 
detailed planning, hard work and real understanding 
the men with whom worked. 


The book easy reading, action packed, interesting 
almost the point fascination and moves rapidly 
recommended for all. 


Moses, Capt. U.S.N. (Ret.), 


Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Brandt, Willy (As told Leo Lania) 
Road Berlin 


Doubleday. May 287p. $4.50. (I) 

This book the autobiography Willy Brandt, the 
present mayor Berlin. book which leans 
facts and figures for its interest. The personal element 
played down. The major purpose the book 
prove that the present day Berliner not sunk 
apathy concerning the future, but rather tremendously 
eager and willing operate and cooperate. Much 
made the uprising East Berlin June 1953 and its 
repercussions the Soviet occupied section Ger- 
many. 

Mr. Brandt was born 1913 with the name Herbert 
Frohm unknown father and poor shop girl 
Lubeck, Germany. the age became regu- 
lar member the Social Democrat party which 
party still leading member. This affiliation 
large way the key slife and present promi- 
nence. 


When Hitler came power, Brandt fled Norway 
and became Norwegian citizen. 1937 war 
correspondent covered the Spanish Civil War 
the anti-Franco side. infers that Franco’s victory 
was due the Western powers and has this say. 
“The Western powers would have acted wiser they 
had not let the Spanish Republic fall under the influ- 
ence the Soviets and they had not allowed democ- 
racy bleed death. different outcome the 
Spanish Civil War would have certainly weakened the 
position Hitler and Mussolini, and maybe prevented 
World War II.” 


1940, when the Nazis occupied Norway, Willy was 
interned for few months and then released. fled 
Sweden. Two days after the end the war 
Europe returned Norway cover the Quisling 


trial for the Swedish press. 1945 was sent 
Germany cover the war criminal trials 


While Berlin that time was offered job 
head liason officer between the facto 
and the occupying forces. After careful 
gave his Norwegian citizenship and resumed 
German citizenship under the name which had 
assumed when fled from Hitler, Willy Brandt. 
1949 became one the Berlin representatives 
the Bonn government. felt that the election 
Conrad Adenauer was far from happy event. 
time too was forging ahead his party until 
became one its leaders and almost incidentally, the 
Mayor Berlin. 
From this brief resumé the book you can see that 
presents picture that part German history 
which Willy was witness. There vivid description 
the Berlin Air Lift contacts 
with the Soviet government seem have been few 
and satisfying. There seems playing down 
the horrors the occupation, least hear 
them from other sources. 

James Ball, 

Buffalo, New York 


Toledano, Ralph Nixon 
Duell, Sloan Pearce. Apr. 22, 1960. 250p. $3.95. (I) 
his introductory remarks this revision biog 
raphy first published 1956, Mr. Toledano observes 
with some justification that those who hate Nixon most 
are those who know him least. Despite his 
nence American politics during the past decade, the 
man who, barring earthquake, will the Republican 
candidate for President remains vague figure about 
whom one becomes either enthusiastic indignant. 


Although this book aims providing compact 
count the Vice President’s career political 
liefs, perhaps leans too much the enthusiastic side 
pion. While the author asserts that has suppressed 
fact which might put Mr. Nixon bad light, there 
are few places the volume where the subject basks 
anything but sunshine. The portrait lacks objectivity. 


The biography is, nevertheless, helpful guide the 
facts Richard Milhous Nixon’s life and the step- 
ping stones his rise power the G.O.P. 
fascinating learn, for example, that literally enter 
politics response California newspaper want 
seeking Republican opponent for Representative 
Jerry Voorhis. interesting also examine 
ungloved debate with Premier Khrushchev some years 
later. Between these milestones are vivid sketches 
the highlights glittering career—Nixon’s dogged 
perseverance the Alger Hill case, his ugly battle with 
Helen Gahagan Douglas for Senate seat, his 
ous relationship with the late Senator McCarthy, his 
skill congressional interrogator, his impassione 
defense the “Nixon Fund” the 1952 campaign, his 
vigor the campaign trail and his success 
can ambassador good will. 

Mr. Toledano the silver things that Nixon 
found the downfall Sherman Adams, and the 
abortive 1956 “Dump Nixon” movement. 
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that Nixon has lifted the prestige the Vice 
and disappoints glossing over the Nixon- 
Rockefeller story. Newsweek editor, the author has 
breezy style which can become offensive. uses 
such “dirty nail” and “yellow” press too freely 
attacking journalistic foes Nixon. Former Presi- 
dent Truman has trenchantly noted that “crony,” an- 
favorite term Mr. Toledano, can some 

The biography evidently has been revised haste for 
the Election Year market. This helps explain the 
intelligence from beyond the grave (Page 
“McCarthy was—and is—basically maverick.” 

John Clarke, Ph.D., 


The Scranton Times 


Gaulle, Charles The Edge the Sword 
Criterion. Apr. 26,1960. 128p. $3.50. (I) 


Gerard Hopkins responsible for this translation 
essays which General Gaulle presents 
his interpretation various issues the military and 
spheres. “The Conduct War,” holds 
war “an activity which the contingent 
essential part”; intelligence cannot itself 
determine the necessary action, yet “it has important 
part play it.” “Of Character,” the second essay, 
brings out three points: today’s soldier, 
than yesterday’s, must have ideal “rallying 


pint, give enthusiasm and greater stature”; 
must “set his shoulders, take firm stand and look 
the problem straight the face”; and, finally unless 
character held “in honor, encouraged, and de- 
manded,” order cannot restored present-day chaos. 


states the third essay, “is largely 
matter feeling, suggestion and impression” and de- 


elementary gift, natural aptitude. The 
essay deals with politics and the soldier. Gaulle 
holds that the statesman must concentrate his effort 
men’s minds. many ways the sum his 
marked instability, restlessness and storm. 
The soldier’s profession that arms, but the power 
this gives him has strictly organized. Thus, states- 
soldier bring common task very different 
characters, methods and anxieties. 

volume, some his other works, General 
Gaulle shows himself deeply intellectual states- 
man, wise military analyst, and excellent surveyor 


history. 
Leon Baisier, Ph.D., K.S.G., 
Xavier University, 
New Orleans, Louisiana 


Alexander, Lloyd Love Affair With Music 
May 16, 1960. $3.95. (I) 


book, written the engaging style 

Golden, simple, direct and without guile, this 
humorous book and unique the output 
publishers. comes out staid, respectable 
where Lloyd Alexander lives and writes. 
musician should without it, for tells 
less his own story well Mr. Alexander’s, 
begins his story with player-piano which was 


supposed destroy ali need for performance but which 
actually was the beginning his musical education. 
Youthful curiosity and “an ear for music” leads him 
playing piano himself long before went Miss 
Porter for lessons. All the heartaches his striving 
master the piano are told. Then his adventures with 
the guitar, which provided accompaniment for chang- 
ing voice; then with the choir Philadelphia Bank, 
where courageously sings tenor. 

But the climax the book comes after World War II, 
wherein Mr. Alexander honorably served both country 
and music Europe. The whole story his courting 
his French wife, with music, and his subsequent deter- 
mination become violinist after they returned 
Philadelphia, occupies the last two cchapters, “Amo- 
roso” and “Cadenza,”—all the chapters have meaning- 
ful musical titles. 

You have the feeling true autobiography this book, 
credible and all very real. Mr. Alexander’s horror 
the hackneyed performances “On the Road 
Mandalay,” the constant repetition Beethoven’s 
Fifth Symphony orchestras strikes sympathetic 
chord the heart this reviewer. There not bit 
musical snobbishness all this; rather inspired 
open-hearted love and downright intelligence. 
I’ll wager that there one but who will feel reward- 
for having met Lloyd Alexander and his loved and 
lovable wife, Janine. Anyone, indeed, who loves music 
has created base for loving both God and man. 


Recommended. 
Franklin Dunham, Mus.D., 
University Southern California 


Anthony, Joseph The Rascal and the Pilgrim 
Farrar, Straus Cudahy. May 1960. 242p. $3.75. 
This “story boy from Korea” the autobiography 
the now-twenty-year-old Joseph Anthony, and 
something genuinely satisfying and refreshing read. 
1950, was orphan waif Seoul, racing from 
orphanage orphanage, begging, stealing, lying, plund- 
ering for food keep alive. Just before the times came 
crashing down Seoul and all Korea, Joseph was one 
twelve boys, ranging age from five fifteen, all 
orphans, taken into her shabby home Mama Pak, 
elderly woman who organized her pack orphans 
and sent them out every day, rain shine, roam 
the city streets beg food, failing that, steal food. 
Very early one morning, this little orphanage aroused 
the shriek shells, the thunder bombs, the terror 
fire, the screams and cries mad fleeing crowds. 
Mama Pak gave order: one was stir until she 
had made reconnaissance and returned. She never re- 
turned; and the little band dozen, groups three 
four, lost themselves the flood refugees; and, 
time, each found himself alone and his own. 
Not one ever again met even heard another. 
Joseph Anthony found the American soldiers and little 
Korea Joe won the heart big spent three 
long years the front with them, servant boy for 
officers and men, interpreter, messenger, bearing 
arms, rifle and carbine times; and learned 
dream the United States. 


Joseph Anthony possessed naturally any personality 
characteristic, was dogged determination pur- 


pose. realized his dream and now American 
citizen, college student, married American girl 
and father American citizen. His simple and 
unaffected narrative tells all the world once more what 
already should know, that there never beat human 
breast heart bigger than that His words 
and his life proclaim from the hilltops that the only 
beaten man the man who wills beaten, and 
Joseph Anthony concludes his book, well may, 
“all for the greater glory God.” The spirit and style 
this book genuine the glorious hills the 
high Rockies and real the dark clay humps the 
tortured land south the 38th parallel. Recom- 
mended reading this. 

Matthew Meighan, C.SS.R., 

New York, New York 


The Reluctant Surgeon 


Kobler, John 
(1) 


Doubleday. Feb. 25,1960. 359p. $4.95. 


The Hunter family was unusual many respects. They 
stemmed from modest but ancient line Norman 
cultivators. The father, for whom John was named, 
was frail health, diffident, mild-mannered, good 
understanding, man great integrity. was for 
time grain merchant East Kilbride which had 
population about thousand and perhaps hundred 


fifty dwellings. was there, the age forty-four, 
that married Agnes Paul, then twenty-two, whose 
beauty and domestic talents attracted succession 
suitors. She was the daughter prosperous malster 
who was also Bailie and honorary treasurer the city 
Glasgow. 

The Hunters stayed ten years East Kilbride. While 
there, six children were born them, and two the 
six were buried its soil. 

After the famine 1709 which thousands perished 
and like number were reduced beggary, Mr. Hunter 
decided had enough the grain business. 
looked forward life retirement farm suffici- 
ent only sustais his growing family. the money 
had saved and his wife’s dowry purchased tract 
some seventy-five acres mile north town and 
built two-storied fieldstone house five rooms. 


vast areas Scotland the land was hard, wet and 
clayey; “rotted more seed than nourished”; and the 
Long Calderwood Farmstead the Hunter’s was 
exception. order finance the higher education 
his sons, whom the father wanted enter the profes- 
sions, large portions the estate had sold. 


When her husband’s health declined, Mrs. Hunter was 
increasingly burdened with the working the farm. 
Yet, between her thirty-third and forty-fourth year, 
she bore four more children. John was the youngest 


contrast his brothers, William and James, who 
were finely drawn, handsome, charming and brilliant 
students, John was idle, ugly and irredeemable dull- 
ard. was clumsy, dwarfish with legs too short for 
his heavy body, bulky chest and thighs. had large 
head set upon short thick neck, long jaw, firm, 
full mouth and blunt nose. His blue-grey eyes lay 
deep under broad heavy brow. His hair was tangled, 
wiry and the color rust. was abrupt, surly and 


school and skipped classes repeatedly. His formal 
cation ended when was thirteen, barely literate 
the academic standards his contemporaries. 


However disagreeable, and indeed diabolical, 
have been, there was John’s being 
enigma. was subserviant his highly 
elder brother, William, who was genius his 
right, who amassed fortune, reached the heights 
London society despite extreme British prejudice 
achieved international fame the fields teaching 
anatomy, surgery and obstetrics. was besides th: 
accoucher and Physician Extraordinary Queen 
lotte. These determined brothers spent twelve year 
under the same roof with rate activity that defied 
time and human collaboration, 
pendently, they seventeen major and 
numerable minor investigations. Their association, and 
indeed their friendly relations, terminated however 
the end the Seven Year War. John had 
two years before and, when returned from military 
service, found that had been replaced his 
assistant former student, William Hewson. 


There were hard times ahead; and John, desperation, 
became associated with what was then the lowlies 
ancillary branch medicine: dentistry. joined 
clique London dentists noted for their gouging and 
quackery. Ultimately however, and after had con- 
tributed greatly their limited field knowledge, 
broke free and reengaged himself the teaching 
surgery and the assiduous pursuit multi-phasic sys 
tem research. His gift for observation and his 
ing originality thought made for his immortal 
countless phases science. 


was century ahead his time; one the 
renowned men the English nation has produced. 
was the greatest dissector anatomical 
specimens history. His association with the rougher 
element, with whom drank bottle for bottle, ensured 
him supply corpses, through body snatching, in- 
cluding the skeleton man eight and half feet tall. 
The Hunterian Museum, which contained 13,682 
his original specimens, was bombed Hitler forces 


1941, and all but 3,000 these were destroyed. 


teaching, although chaotic speaker, spurred 
Jenner the discovery vaccination, 
influenced John Morgan, founder the University 
Pennsylvania, and Philip Syng Physick, 
American Surgery.” 


Hunter revolutionized surgery; and partial list his 
lasting research contributions include the subjects 
anatomy, pathology, physiology, biology, obstetrics, 
ogy and paleontology. was the first successfully 
practice human artificial insemination antic: 
pated Freud hundred years his concept 
psychic factors disease. Much his work was los 
posterity through its destruction, after John’s death, 
his selfish and hateful brother-in-law. 


What family history: frail father and 
mother who subjugated herself farm drudgery and the 
rearing ten children, three whom survive 
their parents; family riddled with tuberculosis but 
which gave the world two renowned and 
medical geniuses. 
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The Reluctant Surgeon recommended splendid 
Hunteriana. inspiring and will en- 
hance the value both private and public libraries. 


literate 


William White, M.D., 
may Fort Lauderdale, Florida 
aradoxical 


educated, 


heights The Night They Burned the Mountain 
judice and farrar, Straus Cudahy. Apr. 15, 1960. 192p. $3.95. 


the 


late last summer the American press carried story 


Doctor Thomas Dooley was stricken with 
and throughout the whole country the story 
that Doctor Dooley was repeated, and hopes and prayers 
for his recovery, for would have been 


and 
and 
military 
on. 


had the doctor succumbed this disease. For- 
tunately did not, and this, his latest book, tells 
his ordeal well his work during the preceding 
before was summoned New York for treat- 
ment. 

Since this reviewer not acquainted with Doctor 
Dooley’s previous books, although does know some- 
what his heroic work, finds that the first feature 
this saga that the personality the doctor emerges 
immediately and prevails throughout the whole narra- 
Doctor Dooley, himself confesses, not 


lesperation, 
joined 
ouging and 


had perfect reveals some his imperfections while 
discusses his reaction the doom cancer and 
the various obstacles which his medical work Laos 
-phasic imposed. But also discloses, perhaps inadvertently, 


his dedication the underprivileged Asians. Further- 
more, displays contagious enthusiasm for the work 
which has devoted himself during the past six 


the doom cancer with certain equanimity 
and edifying trust the will God. With 
attitude established the beginning the 
then reviews what had accomplished since 
established new hospital remote village, six 
niles from the Red China border. With the aid two 


his 
‘tal 


the mos 
anatomical 
the rougher 
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alf feet tall. 


13,682 Texans, both whom were married, who volunteered 
forces give two years their lives the project, Doctor 
brought medicine, hope and American gener- 
simple people who were constantly assailed 
Communist propaganda. These three men have 


effective foreign aid program than any devised 
the Government—at least that this reviewer’s 
impression—for they reach people under-devel- 
country their own level. 


The details the project, financed through MEDICO, 
organization which Doctor Dooley helped 
present plan that might well considered 
the Government, for its simplicity and its person-to- 
approach seem the most logical way 
any people need. Its success accounts for the 
that Doctor Dooley known “the Splendid 
American” rather than “the Ugly American,” some 
other foreign aid people have been dubbed. 


than merely explaining MEDICO, Doctor Dooley 
One into the remote village, bares its life, its 
contrasts, its problems, its disease and filth, 
Well some its memorable citizens. pictures 
people sympathetically and lovingly 


“Father 


his 
subjects 
tetrics, 
successfully 
concept 
ork was lost 
death, 


well-to-do 
gery and the 
rculosis but 


treats them his hospital. also pays glowing tribute 
the quiet courage the two Texans who found 
themselves the most primitive environments and 
yet faced every problem and overcame every 
obstacle. 


But appreciate his work and realize the gigantic 
task which has undertaken, one has read this 
book. written sprightly style, with optim- 
ism and humor that account perhaps why Doctor 
Dooley has been successful, for poverty, disease, 
challenging obstacles and enervating climate cannot 
daunt valiant Doctor Dooley. 
Brendan Larnen, O.P. 


Collis, Maurice 

Nancy Astor: Informal Biography 
Dutton. May 16,1960. 235p. $5.00. 
Nancy Langhorne, one five beautiful daughters 
wealthy Virginia Plantation owner, hunting excur- 
sion England, met and married Waldorf Astor, the 
richest man the world. Lady Astor, her 
eighties, she can now look back fabulous life. Her 
wedding present from her father-in-law, William Astor 
was Cliveden, mid-victorian estate with bedrooms 
great park the Thames, near Maidenhead which 
the first Viscount had purchased from the Duke 
Westminister for million and quarter dollars. 
Cliveden, through the years since 1906, when Nancy 
and Waldorf Astor took residence there, came 
succession famous visitors, King George and Ed- 
ward VIII, Queen Mary, Edward, Duke Windsor, 
Queen Marie Rumania, the Russian Grand-Duke 
Cyril, the Archduke Franz Ferdinand Austria, Wins- 
ton Churchill, George Curzon, Vice-Regent India, 
Lord Kitchener, James Barrie, Belloc, Kipling, George 
Bernard Shaw, John Singer Sargent, Lloyd George, 
Chamberlain, MacMillan, well host less well 
known Americans and Europeans. famous hostess, 
distinguished her wit and her kindness, Lady Astor 
was lion-hunter, snob. She looked for interesting 
people, the brilliant and clever; but she valued above 
everything simplicity and goodness. 
1919 Nancy Astor ran conservative candidate 
for the House Commons, from Plymouth, and be- 
came the first woman member Parliament. Seven 
times she was elected, until she finally retired, unde- 
feated 1945. Feminists, fighting for their rights, could 
not have had more felicitous representative than 
Nancy Astor, with her wit, graciousness and charm 
remarkable her serious and independent mind. 


Maurice Collis, who has lived estate Maiden- 
head since his retirement from the Indian Civil Service 
1936, has been frequent guest Cliveden. 
has gathered information for his biography from Lady 
Astor herself, from her sons, the present Viscount Astor 
and David Astor, from her friends, from her secretary 
and her butler. His book full Astorisms (Nancy’s 
famous bon mots). reports her visit with Shaw 
Communist Russia, her campaign speeches Plymouth, 
her temperance activities, her war work, her wonderful 
parties. Perhaps because Lady Astor still alive, and 
neighbor and friend, Maurice Collis presents rather 
chaste and discreet picture his heroine. There 
very little about Nancy Astor, the woman, about her 


100 


life with her husband and her six children, about the 
complexities there must have been her character. 
may that Mr. Collis shows little too much sweet 
adulation for Lady Astor. Nevertheless, his readers 
can grateful for first hand and authentic picture 
one the most famous women our time. 


Genevieve Casey, 
Detroit Public Library, 
Detroit, Michigan 


Cintron, Lola Verrill Goddess the Bullring 
Bobbs- Merrill. May 1960. 349p. $5.00. 

Some Americans may remember reading without much 
interest back the early Fifties that the young Peruvian 
matadora, Conchita Cintron, had married and retired 
from the bullring, thus bringing end astonish- 
ing career begun when very young girl with passion 
for riding was brought pupil Dom Ruy 
Camara, probably the greatest the Portugese mata- 
dors, then retired and operating riding school Peru. 
Dom Ruy saw immediately that this little Conchita 
had amazing aptitude for riding, and she soon be- 
came his favorite pupil. Gradually Conchita became 
interested rejoneo, the Portugese style bullfighting 
from horseback, and under Dom Ruy developed this 
interest into almost uncanny skill. 


Overcoming the opposition her parents almost 
the cost her young life when she nearly succumbed 
pneumonia brought result her deep grief 
being forbidden any further pursuit this extremely 
dangerous sport, her career was entrusted Dom Ruy, 
and she entered the ring officially the age thirteen. 
Her debut was Portugal, the home rejoneo, and 
she became immediately the “Sweetheart” that coun- 
try, scoring tremendous success from her first per- 
formance. 

After some years rejoneadora, Conchita became 
interested fighting foot with the cape and sword. 
Then followed much intensive training under the best 
tutors, resulting amazing phenomenon the 
matadora, the delight Europe and South America. 
The account her career with its procession drama 
and triumphs makes for some fascinating reading. 


The author this biography Conchita’s mother, who 
gives first-hand account Conchita’s career 
the time her departure for Europe. The second 
half the book based mainly Conchita’s diaries 
and relayed accounts from Dom Ruy and others. The 
story fascinating itself, even for Americans with 
experience this peculiarly Latin sport; Senora 
Cintron’s ability journalist makes each fight live 
again, and the reader can almost hear the “Ole!” The 
text supplemented good collection photo- 
graphs illustrating the techniques bullfighting and 
picturing some the highlights Conchita’s career. 
Americans accustomed deprecating this sport be- 
cause its brutality will get new appreciation why 
popular among our Latin neighbors. anyone 
seeking novel approach the sports-success story, 
would recommend this book. 

Brother Cosmas, C.F.X., 

Leonardtown, Maryland 


Best SELLERs 


Cole, Toby (Editor) Playwrights Playwriting 
Hill and Wang. Apr. 18, 1960. 284p. $3.95. (Ila) 
This the fourth anthology series related 
theater practice the same editor and mos 
creditable one “garland flowers” about acting, 
directing, and (now) playwriting. will lend 
services well the drama student’s bookshelf and 
mayhap even the more literate producer. The 
lection both theatrical and literary; the thoughts 
the geniuses the modern theater world are not only 
stated themselves, but are underlined the context, 
The Introduction John Gassner valuable portion 
the book, inasmuch explains the form use 
the material presented. notes,” says, “take 
into the creator’s workshop. They are not offered 
passport into the mystery creation, and they 
cannot, course, take the place the final work, 
which will probably differ from the author’s best-laid 
original plans.” 

The student drama and theater would wise 
read re-read the plays mentioned the second 
part the book. Obviously, this anthology will not 
particular interest the general reader; but 
have said, valuable for anyone interested 


theater today. 
Judson LaHaye, 
Montebello, California 


Tucker, Glenn Hancock, the Superb 
Bobbs-Merrill. Apr. 25,1960. 368p. $5.00. (1) 
Winfield Scott Hancock, the commander the Second 
Corps, was the supreme attack leader the Army 
the Potomac. Fair Oaks, the Sunken Road Antietam, 
the Stone Wall Fredericksburg, the Wheat Field 
Gettysburg, Spottsylvania, Cold Harbor, and Peters 
burg, all these fields the Second Corps distinguished 
with its elan and gallantry. was Hancock with his 
“handsome form, commanding mien, and carriage who 
impressed his soldiers with confidence, trust, ability, 
power, and above all, self-reliant courage.” Hancock, 
short, was the “Thunderbolt the Army the 
Potomac” and large sense, his history the history 
that army. 

this well-researched biography, Glenn Tucker, 
the justly celebrated High Tide Gettysburg, has 
called his newspaperman’s skill present clear, 
detailed, and enthusiastic picture Hancock’s 
follow him from his boyhood schooldays 
town, Pa., through West Point, the Mexican War, and 
garrison duty the Pacific Coast the outbreak 
the Civil War. The book then becomes the story 
the Army the Potomac, Hancock early became 
identified with the destiny “Mr. Lincoln’s Army.’ 
All the blood and blundering, the heroism and heart 
ache that poorly commanded army are told through 
the author’s focus Hancock. Poorly commande 
though usually was, the common soldiers and the 
subordinate leaders never let the Union cause down. 
the course the war the aggregate casualties the 
Second Corps numbered 40,000, and even Hancock, 
because his Gettysburg wound often led his men 
from prone position, lying regimental ambulance. 
The political and social intrigues, the jealousies 
petty quarrels that rent the command the 
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Army are reported with fairness and objectivity, even 
though Hancock’s point view naturally favored 
throughout. any one criticism may made 
Tucker’s handling his material, his treatment 
Grant and Grant’s use the Army the Poto- 
mac. All that went well ascribed the efforts 
Grant’s subordinates. All that misfired blamed 
Grant the score that the supreme commander must 
ultimately bear the responsibility for failure. this 
connection interesting note that the extensive 
bibliography does not list such books Kenneth Wil- 
researches Grant, nor are any the works 
Bruce Catton referred to. 

Hancock had splendid chance end the war the 
summer 1864 when his troops could have taken 
Petersburg with only token opposition from the handful 
troops defending it. Here Hancock lost his usual 
drive, relinquished his seniority command “Baldy” 
Smith and allowed the great chance glimmering. 
The war was delayed for another year Petersburg 
and Richmond were put under siege and finally re- 
duced. Tucker indulging special pleading when 
seeks clear Hancock from any blame this lost 
opportunity. 

The biography much needed one and fulfills its 
purpose admirably. What slips there might are 
lapses understandable one working likeable, 
brilliant figure such “Hancock, the Superb.” 


Stephen Laut, 


Brief Comment 


Smith, Allen Let the Crabgrass Grow 
Bernard Geis Associates. May 1960. 256p. $3.95. 


pleasure report that, our opinion, Mr. 
Smith’s “Suburban Almanac” the best book has 
turned out some time. may was not trying 
hard funny. Whatever the reason, the result 
humorous easy reading, containing some sections that 
are veritable short stories, for example, Pop Elwood’s 
Fourth-of-July Parade, the story Randy Reese’s grow- 
ing up, the vacation the Bracketts and McCords went 
together. There are comments commuting, 
dealing with digger wasps, weather prediction, and 
all sorts other oddments. And, said, Mr. 
Smith not raucous now, happily for all. 


Burton, Katherine The Dream Lives Forever 
Longmans, Green. May 18, 1960. 238p. $4.50. 


Full all kinds factual data concerning the biog- 
raphy” St. Patrick’s Cathedral New York City, 
this interesting book reveals not only architectural 
achieved through the 110 years its exist- 
ence, but also the brilliant Archbishops and Cardinals 
who have, during those years, taken their place its 
throne. Beginning with swift sketch the 
development the Catholic population New York, 
quickly with the laying the cornerstone 
1858 and thereafter gives detailed account the 
building, which was finally completed only decade 
ago under the present archbishop, Cardinal Spell- 
man, whose words, spoken when first came the 
Cathedral, are still appropriate: “At its portals, the 
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world seems left behind and every advancing step 
brings heaven nearer and deepens the soul’s union with 
the Divinity.” 


Lange, Monique The Kissing Fish 
Criterion. May 90p. $2.75. (IIb) 
This triviality from France has been translated 
Richard Howard, what purpose difficult dis- 
cover. girl eighteen returns France after 
eight year absence the Far East attend her father’s 
third marriage. Disillusioned, believing herself 
so, she throws herself Meunier, grisled 
veteran the FFI Hitler’s War. Kept arm’s 
length Meunier, she falls with group boys, 
homosexuals, who accept her being danger 
them, the “kissing fish.” all very Sartrean and 
silly. 


Clue Works 


Versus Inspector Maigret the prolific George Sime- 
non, (Doubleday. 239p. $3.50; I), contains two novel- 
ettes, “Maigret and the Reluctant Witnesses” and 
“Maigret Has Scruples,” both them marked, usual, 
with superior characterization and interesting plot, de- 
veloped artfully natural dialogue and expert choice 
tells story two sisters, one exemplary, the other 
wild and unruly, mixed with racketeering and 
strange will; the outcome The Girl Who Wasn’t 
There predictable from early for any but the tyro 
detective fiction, (Simon and Schuster. 216p. $2.95; 
IIb) The Dead Beat Robert Bloch, (Simon and 
Schuster. 152p. $2.95; IIb), not too successful at- 
tempt suspense centering egoistic young re- 
fugee from orphanage trying make big money 
indomitable Nero Wolfe with the assistance Archie 
solves three different murders, one poison, one 
shooting, and one hanging, Three Wolfe’s Door 
competent Rex Stout, (Viking. 186p. $2.95; 
Fear the Light Britisher Ferrars succeeds 
being more than just whodunit, thanks good 
writing, with individual characterization and good ear 
for dialogue; nice old lady killed the stairs 
her old home, pleasant odd-job man shot his 
car, and all because some long lost letters dis- 
tinguished scientist two hundred years back the 
family history, (Doubleday. 187p. $2.95; 
Mignon Eberhart’s latest is, usual, expertly plotted 
and well-written with attention character and sub- 
tleties motivation, centered around reorganization 
New England machine works, Jury One, the 
title, (Random House. 205p. $3.50; IIa) Dead Men 
Don’t Ski Patricia Moyes, Holt, Rinehart Winston. 
288p. $2.95; I), quite satisfactory murder-cum- 
dope-traffic story set the slopes the Italian Tyrol 
near the Austrian border, intelligently written and 
commendable first for the author None but the 
most crotchety Baker Street Irregulars will find fault 
with Michael Harrison’s immensely interesting study 
the real backgrounds used Sir Arthur Conan Doyle 
his creation Sherlock Holmes. the Footsteps 
Sherlock Holmes, (Fell. 292p. $5.00; IIa), should 
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delight anyone familiar with the famous sleuth, par- 
ticularly any planning trip London who may wish 
use this authoritative guidebook. familiarity 
with the Holmes tales will help getting the 
best out this pleasantly scholarly investigation; but 
the prose good enough interest any adult reader 
and will undoubtedly send him back for re-reading 
first reading the orginal stories. Good illustra- 
tion, index and list source materials makes this 
worth permanent acquisition libraries. 


Pocket Print and Reprint 


Upperbracket Paperbacks: 

Vintage Books, (which are distributed Knopf), has 
inaugurated new series Russian studies with 
initial issue five titles. The plan being, announce- 
ment reads, publish twice year reprints and original 
works. How the Soviet System Works, Bauer, Inkeles 
and Kluckhohn reprint Harvard Russian Re- 
search Center study cultural and social and psycho- 
logical aspects the Soviet apparatus, (R-1004, $1.25; 
which, with the other titles this series seem 
indispensable supplementary study for students 
the Russian communist system Philip Moseley 
author some studies policy and action under 
the title The Kremlin and World Politics, (R-1002, 
$1.65; clearly written and authoritative Isaac 
Deutscher’s “political biography” Stalin, first pub- 
lished 1949, has been given new preface for this 
edition, which still remains one the best biographies 
the dictator who, more than any other individual 
shaped Russia today, (R-1003, $1.65; ... 
Ernest Simmons’ biographical study Leo Tolstoy, 
originally published 1946, reprinted two vol- 
umes, R-1001-b, each $1.45; IIa); the 
nearest thing know definitive biography the 
Russian novelist English With the preceding 
should noted new translation the Last Diaries 
Leo Tolstoy, Leon Stilman, (Capricorn 21, $1.35; 
which cover the year 1910, Tolstoy’s 
Leonid Leonov’s novel The Thief, first published 
the fifth the first titles the Vintage Russian Li- 
brary, (R-1005, $1.45; IIb) Another classic Russian 
novel, Ivan Goncharov’s translation 
Natalie Duddington, and with introduction Ren- 
ato Poggioli, welcome addition the Dutton Every- 
man paperback library, (D-56, $1.35; IIa) Also 
from the same library edition Fyodor Dostoev- 
sky’s Notes from Underground, (D-50, $1.45; IIb), 
which also includes “the Grand Inquisitor” episode 
from The Brothers Karamazov, and some relevant ex- 
cerpts from other Russian writers, translated and edited 
Ralph Matlaw White Nights and Other 
Stories Fyodor Dostoevsky, the Constance Gar- 
nett translation Grove Evergreen paperback, (E-234, 
$1.75; 


Various Fables from Various Places, edited Diane 
Prima, with illustrations Bernard Krigstein, (Capri- 
corn 24, $1.15; I), full fresh tales from Spain, 
Russia, England, Africa, India, China, Scotland, An- 
cient Rome and Greece, Medieval Europe, France, 
Tibet, Italy. are charming for children and 


grown-ups The Ring the Nibelung 
Wagner, new translation Stewart Robb the 
dramatic poems which form the four great operas 
the “Ring Cycle.” Students opera and drama, 
poetry and folklore will find this admirable, 
51, $1.95; Another excellent Everyman paper. 
back Approach Greek Art Charles Seltman, 
(D-52, $1.65; which well indexed and illy 
trated hansomely with 108 plates 
Bawdy Eric Partridge, first published 
scholarly and well documented but often seems push 
too hard convince the reader that Shakespeare 
ribald and bawdy the Elizabethans are reputed 
have been, (D-55, $1.35; IIb), and will 
interpretation The Modern Ibsen, (D-54, $1.75; Ila), 
will most interest, likewise, the student 
drama; but makes stimulating reading for any othe 
reader who knows Ibsen’s plays well enough not 
have refer constantly complete text The 
Reason Why, Cecil Woodham-Smith’s study the 
persons and events behind the 
Charge the Light Brigade during the Crimean 
reprint the 1953 edition, (D-53, $1.35; IIa). 


June, with initial fifty titles known Dolphin 
Books, reprint Thomas Hardy’s novel, Jude the 
Obscure, (C-22, $0.95; which was available 
paperback previously only Macmillan’s Saint 
Library Houghton, Mifflin has improved the 
pearance its newest Riverside Editions, two which 
are Hawthorne’s The Scarlet Letter, edited 
Levin, (A-45, $0.85; and Henry 
Walden and Civil Disobedience, (A-14, $0.75; 
man’s essay modern theater, Lies Like Truth, 
green 213, $1.95; should welcomed 


drama courses. 


From Penguin there are six new titles: The Jews 
Time, Norman Bentwich, recently professor Inter 
national Relations the Hebrew University 
salem. curious note that the professor ascribe 
the establishment the Spanish Inquisition 
the Jesuits, who were not founded order 
1540. There are other minor lapses this sympatheti 
survey, (A-168, $0.95; IIb) The Church Today 
Wand, superficially discusses the state the 
Christian faith today, mostly from the viewpoint 
the Anglican Church, (A-471, $0.95; Manage 
ment Survey Frederic Hooper will interest and 
advantage mostly British businessmen; doubtful 
that American management can learn much from this 
except better understanding how the British ope 
ate similar circumstances, (A-474, $0.95 
Burney quite modestly labelled outline 
historic discoveries the area north the 
the Mediterranean coasts; pages plates and mati 
drawings stone-age relicts illustrate text 
mostly amateur archaeologists, (A-342, $1.45; 
tion Arthur Woolaston has appended also some 
pages Descartes’ “meditations,” his letter-preface 
the “Principles Philosophy” and brief note Car 
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‘an terminology, (197, $0.95; Penguin 
The Physical Health Children, Audrey 
Kelly, who both doctor and mother, should 
helpful for most parents; for the most part clear 
and admirably free frightening advice, $0.95; 


Admiral Rickover’s hard-hitting study, Education 
and Freedom, one the current releases Dutton’s 
Everyman series, includes also 82-page Report 
Russia; both items are well indexed, and the writer has 
much sound sense put very cogently, (D-47, $1.45; 
cf. 434, vol. 18) World Religions Benson 
Landis, (D-48, $0.95; very brief and super- 
yet for the most part objective, survey the 
organized religions the world Practical 
Mysticism, Evelyn Underhill, (D-49, $1.15; 
more than what pretends be, “an introduction 
the world the mystic.” The authoress relies chief- 
St. Thomas Aquinas and other Christian mystics 
The Golden Bough James Frazer, (Macmillan 
MP-5, $2.50; III), abridged edition, here numbered 
“volume 1”; but suffers from all the tendentious and 
fallacious theorizing the original; the Criterion edi- 
tion annotated Theodor Gaster better and 
more reliable reference work, now. 


Mystery and Suspense: 

Bedelia Vera Caspary, (Dell 356, $0.35; IIb, cf. 
76, vol. 5), has been added #28 the Dell Great 
Mystery Library Murder Accident, originally 
“Extreme License,” Jerome Barry, (D369, 
$0.35; cf. 335, vol. 18) Dead, Man, Dead 
David Alexander, (D362, $0.35; IIb), solved Bart 
Hardin, editor the fictitious “Broadway 
The Mousetrap Agatha Christie was originally titled 
Blind Mice and Other Stories,” (D354, $0.35; 
The Crime Black Dudley Margery Alling- 
ham, (Penguin 770, $0.65; and Police the 
Funeral the same author, (Penguin 219, $0.65; I), 
are the best mystery buys this month Crack the 
Mirror Marcel Haedrich, (Dell B-160, $0.35; IIb), 
isa translation from the French soon released 
John MacDonald’s April Evil, (D146, 
IIb), pretty much hack job with pre- 
dictable plot and outcome. 


Science Fiction: 


exactly five fantasy tales five different authors, 
$0.35; IIa) Algis Budrys’ Unexpected 
Dimension contains three novelettes and four short 
reprinted from various S-F magazines, (Ballan- 
tine 388K, $0.35; IIb) Strange Relations Philip 
Farmer, (Ballantine 391K, $0.35; IIb), collection 
five stories, and this with the preceding tends 
confirm the impression that this sort wierding 
the short rather than the long But 
Fire Past the Future Charles Maine, (Ballantine 
360K, $0.35; succeeds proving that well con- 
plot can spun out length without losing 
tension... The Stars Are Too High Agnew Bahn- 
Jr, another those fight-for-the-world tales, 
with UFOs threatening take over, (Bantam A2048, 
(Ballantine 365K, $0.35; IIb), loses its grip entirely 
When gets out among them Tales 
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Told the Dark, edited Basil Davenport, (380-K, 
$0.35; contains ten ghost and horror stories sup- 
posed read told aloud, preferably around 
midnight candlelight, probably hot summer 
spell Similar Zacherley’s Midnight Snacks, (370K, 
$0.35; which gives nine tales selected one 
the grue Ray Bradbury, who 
upon many one the masters this genre, col- 
lects tales, short and long, Medicine for Melan- 
choly, not all which are S-F stuff, (Bantam A2069, 
$0.35; IIb) author identified only Sarban tries 
forecast what might have happened had the Nazis 
War The Sound His Horn, (377-K, 


General Fiction: 

Great German Short Stories, edited Stephen Spender, 
(LC-148, $0.50; Ila), presents representative story 
each German masters the medium, both dead 
and living South Wind, Norman Douglas’ satiric 
novel, reprinted Bantam classic, (FC66, $0.50; 
Muscle Beach, Ira Wallach, laughs the 
weight-lifters Malibu, (D-357, $0.35; cf. 102, 
vol. 19) Noel Clad’s Love and Money long and 
dull, Bantam H2099, $0.50; Iv, cf. 28, vol. 
The Way was reviewed here under the original title 
“The Angers Spring,” (D-353, $0.35; IIb, cf. 442, 
vol. 18) Savage Destiny reprint re-titling for what 
was originally published “Children Kaywana,” 
one those four-generation sagas congenital vio- 
lence, (Dell F-97, $0.50; author Edgar Mittel- 
holzer, who knows better now Upton Sinclair’s 
World’s End one the Lanny Budd episodes, pur- 
portedly telling how and why World War all began, 
(M-5017, $0.50; The Rat Race turn-about 
Garson Kanin, novel made from movie script; 
about jazz-men and all their jazz, (C-401, $0.35; IIb) 
When Pearl Buck published Voices the House, 
she was using the pen-name John Sedges, (C-399, 
and turgid, (Bantam S-2064, $0.75; IV, cf. 245, vol. 
18) The Chinese Room Vivian Connell just 
about completely junk, (F-2066, $0.50; IV) Plati- 
num High School Irving Shulman derived from 
screen play Robert Smith, based story How- 
ard Breslin; the indeterminate ancestry shows the 
result, (F-2103, $0.35; IV) Cornered James Mc- 
Kinney, (B-157, $0.35; IV) and Good Time Girl 
Don Kingery, (B-164, $0.35; seem aimed 
none but the goon trade; unfortunately they will also 
available impressionable adolescents with the 
necessary thirty-five cents. Which makes one wonder 
where the sense responsibility and decency the 
publishers and writers? 


General Non-Fiction: 

Harold Lamb’s Hannibal, (Bantam F-2083, $0.50; cf. 
346, vol. 18), better and faster moving than most 
fiction; and well written Grey Seas Under 
Farley Mowat suspenseful story deep-sea tugboat, 
(Ballantaine 387K, $0.50; cf. 309, vol. 18) 
Mark Twain’s Life the Mississippi real bargain, 
(FC39, $0.50; Facts About the Presidents 
Joseph Nathan Kane, (M-5024, $0.50; I), would have 
been fine have around when the quiz programs were 
still going; and interesting, anyhow Amy Vander- 
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bilt’s Everyday Etiquette handy question-and-an- 
swer treatment for those who are curious about some 
the social graces, eating lobster, dress for 
funeral calls, what wear hotel when traveling, 


etc., (Bantam F-1616, $0.50; I). 


NEED BACK ISSUES FOR BINDING? 


Complete volumes are available from volume 
(April 1949), volume 19, inclusive, 
$4.00 the volume, while they 
laneous issues for any these volumes may 
also obtained for 25-cents the copy. Write: 
BEST SELLERS (Back Issues), University 


Scranton, Scranton Pennsylvania. 


BEST SELLERS 


University Scranton 
Return Postage Guaranteed 
SCRANTON PENNSYLVANIA 


SELLER 


CORRECTION: The title Paul Horgan’s first 
was erroneously printed Fall Angels page 
vol. 20, May 1960. The correct title The 
Angels, (Harper, 1933). 


Advance Ratings 


(Complete reviews will appear June issue) 
Beagle, Peter Fine and Private Place 
Barber, Rowland 

The Night They Raided Minsky’s 
Redgrave, Michael Mountebank’s Tale 
Lightwood, Teresa Three Lives 
Hanson, Lawrence Mortal Victory 
Randall, Colonel Elmer Ellsworth 
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